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TENNESSEE SPORTS HALL OF FAME INDUCTION WEEKEND:  

JUNE 5
TH

 & 6
TH

, 2015 

REUNION OF CHAMPIONS  

Begin your weekend Friday evening at the Reunion of 

Champions private reception hosted by Adams and 

Reese LLP. As an incoming inductee, past inductee, or 

sponsor you’ll enjoy cocktails, conversation and the 

stunning skyline vantage point as you mingle and 

reminisce with past and present award recipients. 

Take advantage of the opportunity to enjoy some of 

the nation’s greatest sports legends under one roof 

for an evening of food, fellowship and fun.  

CHAMPION WITHIN LUNCHEON 

Saturday brings the Champion Within Luncheon. This 

event gives The Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame an 

opportunity to recognize the success of outstanding 

teams and individuals who have overcome tremendous obstacles to become 

successful in sport and life. Guest speakers will move you with their stories 

of beating the odds and discovering the true rewards gained in competition.  

HALL OF FAME INDUCTION BANQUET 

A Cocktail Reception will be held from 5:30-6:30 PM prior to the banquet on 

June 6th at the Omni Hotel. The Induction Banquet will be held at 6:30 PM. 

The TN Sports Hall of Fame will be inducting legendary coaches Mack 

Brown, John Cropp, Bob Cummings, Galen Johnson, and Jake Rudolph, 

visionary for Memphis athletics William Dunavant, Jr., former Tennessee 

basketball great Jimmy England, Equestrian enthusiasts Mr. and Mrs. Henry 

W. Hooker, Tennessee linebacker great Jamie Rotella, former Lipscomb 

University basketball standout John Pierce, Jr., and former St. Louis Rams 

renowned wide receiver Isaac Bruce.  

For reservations or more information about these events contact Lynn 

Powell Toy at 615-202-3996 or lynnpowelltoy@gmail.com. 

mailto:lynnpowelltoy@gmail.com


Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame SPRING 2015  
   

   
 

  

THE CHAMPION WITHIN COMMUNITY OUTREACH AT CHILDREN ARE 
PEOPLE, INC! 

The Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame enjoyed their outreach initiative at 
Children are People, Inc. in Gallatin, TN. Children Are People is an 
afterschool program, started by former Champion Within keynote speaker 
Fred Bailey, for disadvantaged or troubled youth from kindergarten all the 
way through high school. His philosophy is Desire + Ambition + Persistence = 
Work Ethic. The program looks to provide the kids with guidance to build 
good character and support in achieving 
a good standing in school. The outreach 
program aims to teach children about 
good character and life skills through 
sports. Kids are taught respect, 
sportsmanship, and listening skills that 
will help them in the future. After the 
oral lesson, the children will get to 
participate in a game of kickball to 
emphasize the importance of an active 
lifestyle, but in order to play they must 
listen to understand some unique rules 
that will test their sportsmanship, 
integrity, and listening skills. This 
program hopes to impart knowledge on 
children who might not have a support 
system at home to teach them some 
essential life skills to be successful in 
life. The initial outreach program went 
great and we are excited to establish 
other places where we can create an 
impact and teach children character 
skills and the importance of being 
physically active playing a sport. 
 
To schedule the champion within outreach program at your organization 
please contact Corey Blaske at tnsports@bellsouth.net or 615-242-4750. 

 

 

 

mailto:tnsports@bellsouth.net
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JEFF BYRD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP: SPRING 2015 RECIPIENT. 

The Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame has awarded 

Taino Fears-Perez as the Spring 2015 recipient of 

the Jeff Byrd Memorial Scholarship. Taino is a 

senior at The University of Tennessee at Martin. He 

is a member of the UT Martin football team and is 

actively involved in the Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes (FCA). Fears-Perez comes from a family of 

athletes, with a mom who was a standout track star 

in high school and a grandfather who is a local star 

on the baseball diamond in Knoxville. His families’ 

strong athletic background has helped him cultivate 

his interest in pursuing his degree in Exercise 

Science and helping others achieve their athletic dreams. He is a prime 

example of thriving in the face of adversity because he does not come from 

a wealthy family and has had to make sacrifices in order to help support his 

family, but he still manages to maintain good grades and sets high standards 

for himself to become a Strength and Conditioning coach. Taino represents 

the qualities set forth for the Jeff Byrd Memorial Scholarship by being active 

in FCA, maintaining a high level of academic achievement, and pursuing his 

degree in a sport related field.  
 

THE OVC & SEC TOURNAMENT  

TAKES OVER NASHVILLE 

The OVC Men’s and Women’s Basketball Championships 

will be held in Nashville from March 4-7 at the Municipal 

Auditorium. The Tennessee teams participating in the 

tournament are: Austin Peay, Belmont, Tennessee State, 

Tennessee Tech, and UT Martin. 

The SEC Men’s Basketball tournament will also be held in 

Nashville from March 11-15 at Bridgestone Arena. The 

preliminary rounds of the tournament will be broadcast on the 
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SEC Network, and the semi-finals and the Championship game will be 

broadcast on ESPN.  

While your in Nashville for the OVC or SEC tournament be sure to stop into 

the TN Sports Hall of Fame located inside the main entrance of Bridgestone 

Arena. 
 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS AND MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES  

ARE A HOT TICKET THIS SEASON 

Tennessee’s very own professional teams are 

representing the state well in their respective sport. 

The Nashville Predators have been one of the top 

teams in the NHL. With the end of a long February 

game stand and the season coming to an end in early 

April, there is an excitement in the air among Preds 

fans and the prospect of bringing home the Stanley Cup.  
 

The Memphis Grizzlies have also been having an 

exceptional season in the NBA. More than half way 

through the season, they are maintaining a consistent 

intensity to keep on top of the standings. They are 

setting franchise records and at this time are the top 

team in the Southwest Conference. The Predators and 

Grizzlies are making Tennessee proud!    

 

SWEETHEART SELFIE CONTEST 

During the Valentine’s holiday, the Hall of Fame ran a 

twitter contest encouraging everyone to take a selfie with 

their sweetheart and post it on twitter using the hashtag 

#tshfsweetheartselfie. The sweethearts who post a selfie 

with their significant other were entered to win two Bristol 

Motor Speedway tickets for both days of the Spring races.      

The winner of the contest was Dan Derbilt. 
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A NOTE FROM THE     

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

     

 

 

The 2015 calendar year is off to a great 

start at the Tennessee Sports Hall of 

Fame. This month Nashville is hosting 

both the SEC and OVC Basketball 

tournaments, so please make time to 

stop by the Hall of Fame while you are 

in town.  

Please be sure to mark your calendar 

and make your reservations to attend 

the TN Sports Hall of Fame Induction 

weekend June 5th and 6th. The 

induction weekend includes the 

champion within luncheon and the 

induction banquet Saturday evening. 

This year the induction ceremonies will 

be hosted at the Omni Hotel in 

downtown Nashville. Each of these 

events has grown annually and this year 

should be no exception. Please, always 

remember to make it a point to visit 

the Hall of Fame when you’re in town 

and we look forward to seeing you at 

the induction ceremony in June. Don’t 

forget to like and follow us on our 

Facebook and Twitter pages as we 

update you on current sporting news 

around Tennessee, and programs 

currently featured by the Tennessee 

Sports Hall of Fame. 

 

Dr. Bill Emendorfer 

Executive Director 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tennessee-Sports-Hall-of-Fame/291578350867211
https://twitter.com/theTSHF

