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Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame 
501 Broadway 

Nashville, TN 37203 
(615) 242-4750 

 
Minutes 

Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame Nomination Committee Meeting 
April 19, 2022 

 
The Nomination Committee of the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame (“TNSHOF”) met this day at 
2:00 PM CT for a meeting with a physical location at  312 Rosa L Parks Ave, 13th Fl., Nashville, 
TN 37243 and hosted via WebEx with available call-in numbers.  Notice being given seven (7) 
days prior on the TNSHOF website and Facebook page.  The meeting was called to order at 
2:04 PM CT by Massaro.  Roll was called and a quorum was established, with the following 
members present.   
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Dane Bradshaw 
Harold Graeter 
Kenny Hawkins 
Chris Massaro 
Candice Storey Lee1 
Art Sparks 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
 
None. 
 
GUESTS PRESENT 
 
Andi Grindley, Department of Tourist Development, Outreach Projects Coordinator 
Alicia C. B. Widrig, Department of Tourist Development, General Counsel & Board Attorney 
Brad Willis, TNSHoF, Executive Director 
 
Lisa Campbell, Speaking on behalf of Nominee John Ingram 
Speakers on behalf of Nominee- 1958 Oakridge Football Team:  Earl Nall, Jerry Harris and 
Larry Richards 

 
AGENDA 

 
Welcome, Massaro 
 
Welcome and Call to Order.  A favorite meeting as we continue to do the important work of the 
Hall of Fame.  Thank you and appreciate your time and discussion. 
 

 
1 Lee notified Willis of a prior engagement which would result in tardiness.  Lee arrived for the meeting at 
2:15 PM CT and was scheduled to leave the meeting at 3:30 PM CT. 

http://tshf.net/
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Housekeeping 

• Guests were recognized and instructed they would be given an opportunity to address 
the Committee. 

• Pursuant to T.C.A. § 8-44-108(a)(d), the determination of necessity for conducting the 
TNSHOF meeting electronically was read into the record and rendered as essential to 
continue the business of the Board, in order to select Honorees for presentation to the 
full Board.   

• Approved the April 20, 2021 Minutes of the Nomination Committee TNSHOF without a 
reading, as the Minutes were provided to members in advance of the meeting.  Motion, 
by Graeter with second by Massaro.  No discussion, move to a roll call vote:   
 

Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Candice Storey Lee  
Art Sparks Yes 

 
• Willis, Confidentiality.  This is a public meeting and members of the public are welcome 

to attend.  If you are on the meeting would request that until the nominees and inductees 
are rolled out that the results be kept confidential.   

 
New Business/Discussion Items, Willis 
 
1 & 2. Nomination Criteria/Process and Discussion of Definition of “Sport” For Purposes of 
Induction, Willis, Before discussing the following points referred to the Nomination Committee 
from the full board and regional subcommittees:  a) Enlargement of Number of Annual Class; b) 
Configuration of At-Large Nominees, i) More or less Automatics per Region and ii) Should any 
Region have more automatics than another; c) Utilization of Unused At-Large 
Nominees/Alternates; and d) Posthumous Honors. 
 

• Motion, Massaro, Table new business items 1 and 2 for discussion during a Nomination 
Committee in which those are the only discussion items.  Second by Sparks.  No further 
discussion, move to a roll call vote: 

Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Candice Storey Lee  
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion carries. 
 
3. Discussion of Process of Honorees, Willis, Thank-you all for being on the call, this is one of 
the more difficult tasks to take a list like the one provided and to narrow it down.  As you go 
through the categories you should discuss candidates and set those aside for additional 
discussion until ready to vote.  The individuals recommended to be honored will go to the Board 
on May 5, 2021 for approval.  A big thank you to Tony Stinnett with MTSU for putting together 
the bios for the athletes and teams of the year, it is invaluable information for the committee.  
Willis, turn over to Massaro as he is Committee Chair.  Massaro, will take nine (9) categories in 



3 
 

order as it appears on the Agenda unless due to time constraints a member needs to leave and 
then can take items out of order.  
 
4. Discussion of Honoree Categories, Massaro  
 

• Tennessean of the Year 
o Candidate Presentation, Massaro 

 John Ingram 
o Public Comment 

 Lisa Campbell, presented information on John Ingram to the Board for 
consideration for the Tennessean of the Year Honor.  Campbell 
emphasized Ingram’s behavior as a true sportsman and presented the 
Board with three (3) paragraphs highlighting the basis for the nomination. 

 Willis, Thank you to Campbell for encapsulating Ingram’s commitment to 
Vanderbilt and what is now visibly at the forefront in his ownership of the 
Nashville SC. 

o Discussion 
 Massaro, Before moving into Discussion would like to invite the other 

Guests to speak and will return. 
 Massaro, Received one (1) nomination for this category and the list is not 

mean to be all inclusive are there any other nominees for that honor? 
 Massaro, hearing none, would accept a Motion for Ingram to me named 

Tennessean of the Year, by Lee with second from Graeter.  Motion held 
until remaining categories finalized. 
 

• David Williams Significant Historical Achievement Award 
o Candidate Presentation, Massaro 

 Title IX Group 
 Oak Ridge 1958 Football Team 
 Thomas Wilson, Baseball Team Owner & Administrator 

o Public Comment 
 Earl Nall, Nall offered a five (5) minute synopsis covering the following 

attributes:  1) National Champions; 2) Played in most note-worthy game 
in TN history; 3) Post Season Accomplishments and 4) Teams 
participation in Integration in the South 

 Jerry Harris, Email provided on March 7 contains his sentiments and Nall 
put an exclamation point on it. 

 Larry Richards, May well be biased as he was a member of the team.  
But, the team as a whole had so much character on the field and in the 
classroom.  Been an honor to compete with them and they are all still 
friends to this day. 

 Massaro, Thank you to Nall, Harris and Richards, will now return to 
discussions of Tennessean of the Year. 

o Discussion (Held unexpectedly during the Pat Summit Lifetime Achievement 
Award Discussion). 

o Motion, Committee members request the Board recognize a compilation  of 
female trailblazers and pioneers from the state of TN, including but not limited to:  
Pat Summit, Marynell Meadors, Bettye Giles, Betty Wiseman, Nera White, Joan 
Cronan, June Stewart, Diane Cummins Turnham, and Teresa Lawrence Phillips. 

 
• Pat Summit Lifetime Achievement Award 
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o Candidate Presentation, Massaro 
 Dean Hayes, TN State Head Track & Field Coach 
 Charlie Bayless, Happy Valley High School Basketball Coach 
 Jerry “The King” Lawler, Professional Wrestling/Entertainer 
 Thomas Wilson, Baseball Team Owner and Administrator 

o Discussion  
 Hawkins, Spoke about Bayless, he unfortunately passed away a couple 

of Months ago.  Nation’s longest serving high school basketball coach 
when he retired, had coached for sixty (60) years having 964 wins. 

 Massaro, Dean Hayes, Coach Hayes served as MTSU’s Track & Field 
coach for fifty-seven (57) years.  He unfortunately passed away 
unexpectedly this past January.  He had many honors and left his 
fingerprints all over the institution for his social component of integrating 
MTSU with the first African American athletes and he was the first advisor 
for African American fraternities.  MTSU will be hosting a celebration of 
Life on June 4, and this honor would dove tail. 

 Willis, Lawler’s consideration was forwarded from the West TN Regional 
Subcommittee based upon the nomination from Mayor Jacobs of 
Knoxville.  The subcommittee also wished for the Nomination committee 
to consider whether professional wrestling was a sport. 

 Massaro, Consider Thomas Wilson, Negro League Team Owner and 
League Administrator. 

 Massaro, Looking at the next award (David Williams Significant Historical 
Achievement Award) it is the 50th Anniversary of Title IX.  Though Wilson 
fits the History Achievement Award could receive either Summit or 
Williams.  Agree with Hawkins that had a long discussion last year and 
need to find a way to honor him. 

 Lee, David Williams was a huge Title IX proponent and it resonates with 
the 50th anniversary, would be a miss if do not weave the connection. 

 Massaro, Will return to discussion following athlete discussions. 
 Massaro, Worked with Hayes for eighteen (18) of Coach Hayes fifty-

seven (57) years.  Wore the Coach mantel well and what he has done on 
and off the field.   

 Hawkins, Will take Bayless off the table today, but would like to talk more 
about him next year. 

 Sparks, Would like to vote for Hayes today, but would like to see next 
year for the 58’ Oakridge team to receive Lifetime Achievement and 
Wilson to receive Historical Achievement.  Committee requests to have 
this specifically noted to ensure the topics discussion next year. 

 No further discussion, consensus on Hayes. 

• Professional Team of the Year 
o Candidate Presentation, Massaro 

 Memphis Grizzles 
 Nashville Predators 
 Nashville SC 
 Tennessee Titans 

o Discussion 
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 Bradshaw, It is not just the end result but how you endear yourself to the 
community should also be considered.  Grizzles have captures the 
imaginations of the community and Morant has been a big help with that. 

 Sparks, The Titans did an outstanding job this year during a season 
plagued with injuries and a short roster.  Can’t argue with the Grizzles but 
Titans did an excellent job coming together. 

 Hawkins, Last season Titan’s had to do without Henry and earned Coach 
and Executive of the Year. 

 Massaro, Appears the consensus will be on the Grizzles. 
 

• Professional Athlete of the Year 
o Candidate Presentation, Massaro 

 Monica Abbot, Team USA Softball 
 Erika Brown, Team USA Swimming 
 Kevin Byard, Tennessee Titans 
 Roman Josi, Defenseman, Nashville Predators 
 Ja Morant, Point Guard, Memphis Grizzles 
 Hany Mkhatar, Nashville SC 
 Candance Parker, Chicago Sky 

o Discussion 
 Massaro, Is the banquet opened with the National Anthem?  Consider 

opening with the Anthem and acknowledging all of the Olympians 
thereafter.  Will need to consider whether honor Tennessee Olympians or 
Olympians who may live here such as a college student but represented 
another country.  Will ask Stinnett to compile a list and prepared before 
the May 5, 2022, full Board meeting. 

 Massaro, Agree to split into male and female with Parker receiving the 
consensus.  Continue discussion on Male Professional Athlete of the 
Year. 

 Graeter, Morant is a first time All-Star and considering his impact on the 
team and across the league. 

 Massaro, Consensus is moving toward Morant. 
 

• Amateur Team of the Year, Female 
o Candidate Presentation, Massaro 

 Belmont Women’s Basketball 
 Memphis Soccer 
 Tennessee Softball 
 Tennessee Swimming & Diving 
 Tennessee Women’s Basketball 
 Tennessee Soccer 
 Tennessee Southern Women’s Soccer 
 Vanderbilt Women’s Bowling 

o Discussion 
 Graeter, Tennessee Southern Women’s Soccer won their National 

Championship.  
 Committee members offer no further discussion. 

 
• Amateur Athlete of the Year, Female 

o Candidate Presentation, Massaro 
 Adisa Amang, Tennessee Southern Soccer 
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 Mabel Cummins, Vanderbilt Women’s Bowling 
 Peyton DePriest, Middle Tennessee Soccer 
 Rachel Heck, Stanford Golf 
 Jordan Horston, Tennessee Women’s Basketball 
 Tyra Johnson, Cumberland University Women’s Basketball 
 Ashley Rogers, Tennessee Softball 
 Jaida Thomas, Tennessee Soccer 
 Alex Walsh, Team USA Swimming 
 Ellen Walshe, Tennessee Swimming 
 Destinee Wells, Belmont Women’s Basketball 
 Jaelencia Williams, Union University Women’s Basketball 

o Discussion 
 Graeter, Heck dominated all of her high school career and now in college 

and she continues to excel.  Heck was the NCAA champion of the year. 
 Committee members offer no further discussion. 

 
• Amateur Team of the Year, Male.   

o Candidate Presentation, Massaro 
 East Tennessee State Football 
 Oakland High School Football 
 Memphis Men’s Basketball 
 Tennessee Baseball 
 Tennessee Men’s Basketball 
 Tennessee Swimming & Diving 
 Tennessee Tennis 
 Vanderbilt Baseball 
 Vanderbilt Men’s Golf 
 UT-Martin Football 

o Discussion 
 Hawkins, Consider ETSU what the team was able to do and a National 

ranking. 
 Massaro, Oakland HS reached it’s pinnacle with a 15-0 season. 
 Massaro, Notes growing consensus for East Tennessee State Football. 

 
• Amateur Athlete of the Year, Male 

o Candidate Presentation, Massaro 
 Calvin Austin, III, Memphis Football 
 Kennedy Chandler, Tennessee Basketball 
 Kigen Chemadi, Middle Tennessee Track & Field 
 Jordan Crooks, Tennessee Swimming 
 Chad Dallas, Tennessee Baseball 
 Jalen Duren, Memphis Men’s Basketball 
 Pat Harper & Adam Walton, Tennessee Tennis 
 Quay Holmes, East Tennessee State Football 
 Hendon Hooker, Tennessee Football 
 Keon Howard, UT Martin Football 
 Jack Leiter, Vanderbilt Baseball 
 Devonnsha Maxwell, Chattanooga 
 Scotty Pippen Jr., Vanderbilt Basketball 

o Discussion 
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 Hawkins, Stay with East TN tone, Quay Holmes was one of three (3) 
finalists for the Walter Peyton award.  He was a big part of why his team 
was as successful as they were. 

 Massaro, Leiter, he was critical to the team all season.   
 Graeter, Three (3) individuals won NCAA championships but lean toward 

Leiter. 
 Massaro, No further discussion, committee leaning toward Leiter. 

 
Motion, Committee selects the following for presentation to the full Board for their approval: 

• Tennessean of the Year, John Ingram 
• Pat Summit Lifetime Achievement Award, Dean Hayes, Middle Tennessee State Head 

Track & Field Coach 
• David Williams Significant Historical Achievement Award, Title IX Group, as stated 

above but also to include any otherwise identified women. 
• Pro Sports Team of the Year, Memphis Grizzles 
• Male Professional Athlete of the Year, Ja Morant 
• Female Professional Athlete of the Year, Candace Parker 
• Female Amateur Team of the Year, Tennessee Southern Women’s Soccer 
• Female Amateur Athlete of the Year, Rachel Heck 
• Male Amateur Team of the Year, East Tennessee State Football 
• Male Amateur Athlete of the Year, Jack Leiter 

Motion by Massaro with second from Hawkins.  No further discussion, move to a roll call vote. 
Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Candice Storey Lee  
Art Sparks Yes 

• Motion Carries.   
 
5. Next Steps for Full Board Approval, Willis, For clarification sake, the Nomination Committee’s 
Honorees will be placed on the full Board Agenda to approve and/or discuss. 
 
Board Meeting, Thursday May 5 at 10 AM CT, Willis 
 
Closing Remarks,  

• Willis, Thank you all for your time.   
• Massaro, Thank-you to the committee members, it was a great dialogue.   
 
As was nothing further, Massaro motioned for adjournment with second by Graeter.  No 
further discussion, move to a roll call vote. 

Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Candice Storey Lee  
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion Carries.  Meeting adjourned at 4:00 PM CT. 
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Approved: 
 
___________     _____________________________________ 
Date      Alicia C. B. Widrig 
      Attorney for the TNSHOF, acting Secretary 
      Department of Tourist Development 

 



2021-22 Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame nominations 
John Ingram – Candidate For Tennessean of the Year 

John Ingram is a Vanderbilt sports fanatic that many would agree has positively influenced the athletic 
program at the university more than any other booster in its history. Mr. Ingram’s dedication to men’s 
and women’s sports at Vanderbilt is unrivaled but has come from a respectful distance. His role has 
been more of a steward, identifying needs and being willing to roll up his sleeves to help make them a 
reality. Over the past thirty years, John has helped multiple athletic directors achieve their visions and 
create an SEC program that consistently shapes student athletes that not only compete at the highest 
levels of collegiate athletics and beyond, but also become some of the finest members of society. It is 
this commitment to fostering good citizens through athletics that has led John’s unwavering support for 
Vanderbilt athletics and our city and state have undoubtedly benefitted from his leadership. 

 

In late 2016, John Ingram began the journey to bring another major league sport to the state of 
Tennessee. Major League Soccer was in the midst of expansion efforts and Tennessee was not at the top 
of their list. John would soon show Major League Soccer that the state was not to be missed. In 
December of 2017, Nashville, TN was awarded the 24th Major League Soccer franchise. The following 
year, a stadium package was approved through Metro government in Nashville that allowed the 
construction of a new stadium at the Fairgrounds. This stadium will be paid for by Mr. Ingram and 
investors and will not place any burden on taxpayers.  Now known as GEODIS Park, the stadium 
construction phase provided more than 6,000 jobs. Set to begin the operational phase on May 1, the 
new home to Tennessee’s Major League Soccer club is the largest soccer specific stadium in the US and 
Canada and is estimated to create $77.7 million in annual income, 1,886 jobs, and $15.1 million in 
annual tax revenues once fully operational. In addition to the stadium itself, Ingram has led a group of 
investors developing the 10 acres around the stadium that will bring numerous community benefits 
including affordable housing.  

 
John Ingram has had a life long love of horses and has competed at the highest level nationally in many 
disciplines of the equestrian world, most predominantly in polo and show jumping. In the last ten years, 
as an older amateur rider, John has focused on show hunters and consistently ranks in the top 3 
internationally. He has been named leading amateur rider at the World Champion Hunter Rider 
competition governed by the United States Equestrian Federation which is held in Wellington FL a 
record 6 times in the last 7 years. John was named 2021 World Champion Hunter Rider Association 
Amateur Sportsman of the Year. Most recently in February of this year, John and his horse Koala won 
the coveted WCHR Hunter Classic presented by the United States Hunter Jumper Association. 
 

In addition to these three paragraphs about John, I would like to add a little-known effort he is now 
currently undertaking. He has kicked off a campaign with a 10 million dollar gift to Vanderbilt to support 
student athletes to apply what they have learned through sports to leadership in their own lives and the 
community. This is going to be a 300 million dollar campaign to support the total student athlete, both 
scholarship athletes and intramural type athletes.  
 
 



Pat Summitt Lifetime Achievement Award: 
Dean Hayes, Middle Tennessee State Head Track & Field Coach – Dean Hayes served as Middle 
Tennessee State’s legendary track and field coach for 57 years. Hayes, 84, passed in January 22 
after a heralded hall of fame career. Hayes guided Middle Tennessee to 59 conference 
championships in three different leagues during his tenue (29 OVC championships, 19 Sun Belt 
championships, 11 Conference USA Championships). He led Middle Tennessee to 21 NCAA Top 
25 finishes, and 52 of his student-athletes earned a total of 125 All-America awards. Five of his 
athletics won a total of six national championships and several of them went on to compete 
internationally in the Olympic Games, World University Games, World Championships, Goodwill 
Games, Pan-American Games and African Championships. Hayes’ peers named him conference 
coach of the year a total of 35 times (16 OVC, 15 Sun Belt, 4 C-USA). He is enshrined into seven 
Halls of Fame (Blue Raider Hall of Fame 1982, Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame 1994, Illinois 
Sports Hall of Fame 1993, Mason-Dixon Athletic Club Hall of Fame 2005, USTFCCCA Hall of 
Fame 2008, Lake Forest College Hall of Fame 2009, Naperville Hall of Fame 2019). Hayes’ 
experience was not limited to the collegiate level. He also coached numerous international 
teams whether sponsored by the United States Olympic Committee, USA Track & Field, or an 
international federation. He was a coach for the Summer Olympic Games in Seoul, South Korea 
in 1988 and he also acted as a referee at the Summer Olympic Games in Atlanta in 1996. 

 

Charlie Bayless, Happy Valley High School Basketball Coach--Bayless, was the nation's longest-
serving high school basketball coach when he retired at the end of the 2012 season. The 97-
year-old Bayless, whose 60 seasons as a head coach and 59 years at Happy Valley are national 
records. Over his career, his teams have amassed 964 wins, including nine state tournament 
appearances and the school's second state championship in 1974. As a player, Bayless was a 
guard on Happy Valley's 1941 state runner-up team. He later served in the Army in World War II 
as a military policeman in France and played basketball at East Tennessee State. He started his 
coaching career as an assistant at Happy Valley for the 1950-51 season before taking over as 
head coach at Jonesborough High School in 1952. He moved back to his alma mater one year 
later and has been there ever since. For a period in the 1950s, Bayless also served as Happy 
Valley's football and baseball coach. From 1953-60, he compiled a record of 30-25-4 as a head 
football coach, including a league record of 27-19-4. 

 

Jerry “The King” Lawler-Professional Wrestler/Entertainer—Full bio included in earlier PDF 

 

Thomas Wilson-Baseball Team Owner and Administrator—Full bio included in earlier PDF 

 

 



David Williams Significant Historical Achievement Award:  
Title IX Group-Title IX was signed into law on June 23, 1972. Many women went through a lot 
of things to be able to play themselves, but also for women to have opportunities in the future. 
Some of those pioneers in the state of Tennessee were Pat Summitt, University of Tennessee; 
Marynell Meadors, Tennessee Tech; Bettye Giles, UT-Martin; Betty Wiseman, Belmont; Nera 
White, Nashville School of Business; Joan Cronan, University of Tennessee; June Stewart, 
Vanderbilt; Diane Cummins Turnham, Middle Tennessee State; and Teresa Lawrence Phillips, 
Tennessee State. 

 

Oak Ridge 1958 Football Team—Full information included in earlier PDF 

 

Thomas Wilson-Baseball Team Owner and Administrator—Full bio included in earlier PDF 

 
 

 

  



Pro Sports Team of the Year: 
Memphis Grizzlies – The Grizzlies posted a 56-26 record and earned the No. 2 seed in the 
Western Conference entering the 2021-22 NBA Playoffs. The Grizzlies won the Southwest 
Division in 2021-22, marking the first time the franchise has won a division championship. The 
56 wins are tied for the most in franchise history, equaling the 2012-13 squad.  
 
Nashville Predators – (As of 4/12), the Nashville Predators are 41-26-5 and stand in fourth 
place in the Central Division. With 87 points, they are currently the sixth overall seed for the 
2022 NHL Playoffs. 
 
Nashville SC – The Nashville Soccer Club finished third in the Major League Soccer Eastern 
Division and seventh overall seed (of 14 playoff teams) in 2021. Nashville defeated Orlando City 
SC 3-1 in the first round of the MLS Playoffs before falling to Philadelphia Union 2-0 on PKs in 
the conference semifinals. 
 
Tennessee Titans – The Tennessee Titans posted a 12-5 mark and won the AFC South title for 
the second straight year, marking the first time since 1960-62 that the franchise would win 
their division in back-to-back seasons. They earned the AFC’s #1 seed in the playoffs for the first 
time since 2008. 
 

 

  



Professional Athlete of the Year:  
Monica Abbott, P, Team USA Softball – Former Tennessee Volunteer softball standout Monica 
Abbott helped lead Team USA to the silver medal in the Summer Olympics. Abbott was a 
dominant force with a tournament-best 0.00 ERA, 31 strikeouts, three wins and two saves for 
Team USA. Abbott totaled 20.1 innings pitched and limited batters to a .106 average on the 
Olympic stage. 
 
Erika Brown, Team USA, swimmer – Former Tennessee swimmer Erika Brown won two medals 
during the Olympic games, bringing home the silver in the medley relay and bronze in the 
freestyle relay.  
 
Kevin Byard, S, Tennessee Titans– Kevin Byard was named First Team All-Pro for the second 
time in his career in 2021. He was named first team All-Pro by four different media outlets (Pro 
Football Writers, Associated Press, Pro Football Focus and Sporting News). Byard was named to 
the NFL Pro Bowl for the second time after a spectacular season in which he collected five 
interceptions (fourth most in the NFL) and tallied 88 total tackles (57 solo) in helping lead 
Tennessee to the 2021 AFC South and the No. 1 seed in the AFC Playoffs. He also forced two 
fumbles and recovered one. Byard also scored two defensive touchdowns, one on an 
interception return and one on a fumble return.   
 
Roman Josi, Defenceman, Nashville Predators – (As of 4/12), Roman Josi is turning in a 
spectacular season on the ice with 19 goals and 68 assists for 87 points. He has two game-
winning goals. Josi is among NHL leaders for assists (2nd, 68) and points (10th, 87).  
 
Ja Morant, PG, Memphis Grizzlies – One of the top point guards in the NBA, Ja Morant’s third 
year in the league has been his best as a member of the Grizzlies. The franchise’s No. 1 draft 
pick in 2019, and the No. 2 overall pick in the draft, Morant is averaging 27.4 points 6.7 assists 
and 4.4 rebounds to go with a 34.4 percent shooting clip from 3-point range. Morant was 
named to the 2022 NBA All-Star Game for the first time in his career and was a starter for the 
West. He is Top 20 in the NBA for assists with 384. He set the franchise record for points in a 
regular season game with 52 vs. San Antonio Feb. 28, 2002. He has scored 30-plus 25 times, 
including 40 points or more six times. 
 
Hany Mukhtar, MF, Nashville SC – Hany Mukhtar was named to the MLS Best XI in 2021, which 
is an annual acknowledgment of the best 11 players in Major League Soccer. Mukhtar totaled 
16 goals in 2021, which was tied for fifth in the MLS and just three off the lead. His 12 assists 
tied for fourth in the MLS. Mukhtar scored the first hat trick in Nashville SC history over Chicago 
Fire FC July 17, 2021. This was the fastest hat trick from the start of a game in MLS history. 
Mukhtar scored in the 10th, 13th and 16th minutes.  
 



Candace Parker, F, Chicago Sky – Candace Parker was named to the W25, consisting of the 25 
players considered by a panel of media and pioneering women’s basketball figures to have 
been the best and most influential in the league’s 25 seasons. Paker joined the Chicago Sky in 
2021. The regular season ended with Parker and the Sky earning the No. 6 seed in the playoffs. 
They won two single elimination games, followed by an upset of Connecticut in the semifinals, 
before beating the Phoenix Mercery to win the 2021 WNBA Finals. Parker averaged 16.6 points 
and 8.6 rebounds per game on the way to her second World Championship. 
 

 

  



Female Amateur Team of the Year: 
Belmont Women’s Basketball – Belmont put together a 23-8 record (16-2 in the OVC) and won 
the OVC Tournament Championship. The No. 12 seed Bruins scored their second consecutive 
upset in the NCAA Tournament when they knocked off No. 5 seed Oregon, 73-70, in double OT, 
before losing a 70-67 heartbreaker in the second round. They became just the sixth OVC team 
ever to win a NCAA Tournament game. Belmont became only the second program in history to 
win NCAA Tournament games in consecutive seasons as a No. 12 seed or lower. 
 
Memphis Soccer – Memphis posted a 14-5-2 record and was ranked as high as 15th nationally in 
2021. The Tigers reached the championship of the American Athletic Conference Tournament 
before falling to top-seeded South Florida (3-0 on PKs). Memphis reached the NCAA 
Tournament where it defeated LSU, 3-0, in the first round before falling to No. 1 seed Duke, 1-
0, in the second round. 
 
Tennessee Softball - Tennessee softball posted a 42-15 record in 2021 and reached the 
semifinals of the SEC Tournament before dropping a narrow 6-5 decision to eventual SEC 
Champion Alabama. The Vols advanced to the NCAA Regional. 
 
Tennessee Swimming & Diving – Tennessee won the 2022 SEC Swimming and Diving 
Championship. The Vols finished 10th at the NCAA Championships. 
 
Tennessee Women’s Basketball – The Lady Vols posted a 25-9 record (11-5 in the SEC) and 
reached the Sweet 16 of the Women’s NCAA Tournament before falling to Louisville. It marked 
the team’s first Sweet 16 since 2015-16. The 25 wins were the most since 2017-18, as were the 
11 SEC wins. Tennessee was ranked as high as No. 4 in the AP Poll, its highest ranking since 
2015-16. The Lady Vols defeated five ranked teams and won the South Point Thanksgiving 
Shootout. 
 
Tennessee Soccer – Tennessee soccer turned in a record-setting year on its way to the NCAA 
Round of 16 in the NCAA Division I Women’s Soccer Championship. The Vols posted a 20-3-0 
record to finish as UT’s winningest team in program history. They claimed the SEC East Division 
title and UT’s first SEC Tournament Championship since 2008 when they defeated top-seeded 
Arkansas, 3-0. Tennessee became the first SEC team to record 20 wins since Texas A&M in 
2014.  
 
Tennessee Southern Women’s Soccer – Tennessee Southern captured the NAIA National 
Championship and was ranked No. 1 in the final NAIA Top 25 national poll. Tennessee Southern 
defeated previously undefeated and No. 1 seed William Carey (Miss.) in the NAIA National 
Championship game. Tennessee Southern won the title 5-4 in PKs after the teams were tied 3-3 
at the end of regulation. Tennessee Southern posted a 23-1 overall record and won the Mid-



South Conference Championship on its way to the National Championship. 
 
Vanderbilt Women’s Bowling – The Commodores won the Southland Bowling League 
championship for the second straight year. It marks the first time in program history that 
Vanderbilt has won back-to-back conference championships. Vanderbilt was the No. 3 seed in 
the Lansing Regional. The Commodores won the Lansing Regional to advance to the Final Four 
of the NCAA Tournament this weekend (April 15-16).  
 

 

  



Female Amateur Athlete of the Year: 
Adisa Amang, Forward, Tennessee Southern Soccer – Amang was named NAIA Women’s 
Soccer first-team All-American and Most Outstanding Offensive Player at the NAIA National 
Championships for Tennessee Southern. Amang totaled 26 goals, 24 assists and 76 total points 
for Tennessee Southern. Her 24 assists were second nationally, as were her 76 points. 
 
Mabel Cummins, Vanderbilt Women’s Bowling –Cummins was MVP of the Southland Bowling 
League Championship, NTCA Second Team All-Region and made the All-Tournament team at 
the Columbia 300 Music City Classic. 
 
Peyton DePriest, F, Middle Tennessee Soccer – DePriest had a tremendous senior season with 
Middle Tennessee Soccer. DePriest was the Conference USA Offensive Player of the Year and 
CoSIDA Academic All-American. She broke the Conference USA career records for goals (58) and 
points (127) during the 2021 season. DePriest led Conference USA for goals scored (12), goals 
per game (0.63), points (28), points per game (1.47), shots (79), shots per game (4.16) and shots 
on goal (40). DePriest tied for first in C-USA for the most multi-point games with five.  

Rachel Heck, Stanford Golf—Heck is a native of Memphis, and a graduate of St. Agnes Academy 
in Memphis. She is a five-time AJGA All American, two-time USA Today High School Golfer of 
the Year, a four-time individual state champion, and winner of many events through the course 
of her prep career. Now, as a sophomore at Stanford, she is already tied for third most victories 
in school history. Her accomplishments in 2021 include NCAA Individual Champion, Ping/WGCA 
Player of the Year, Pac-12 Golfer of the Year, Ping/WGCA Freshman of the Year, Pac-12 
Newcomer of the Year, WGCA First Team All-American, All Pac-12 First Team, and Pac-12 
Academic Honor Roll. 
 
Jordan Horston, Tennessee Women’s Basketball – Horston was an AP and WBCA All-America 
Honorable Mention recipient and was named All-SEC First Team by both the league’s coaches 
and USA Today Sports. Horston made the Ann Meyers Drysdale Award Top 10 List. She led the 
Lady Vols in averages for scoring (16.2), rebounding (9.4), assists (4.0) and steals (1.4). 
 
Tyra Johnson, Cumberland University Women’s Basketball – Johnson was named Mid-South 
Conference Player of the Year and earned NAIA Second Team All-American honors. Johnson 
scored 507 points in 29 games. She averaged 17.5 points, 3.6 rebounds and 1.7 assists. She 
scored double figures in 24 of 29 games played, including 13 games with 20-plus points and two 
with 30-plus. Johnson ended the season as just the second player in school history to score 500-
plus points in a single season. 
 
Ashley Rogers, Tennessee Softball – Rogers posted a 26-10 record with 25 complete games, 
eight shutouts and three saves. Finished the season as the SEC leader in ERA (1.32), opposing 
batting average (.132) and innings pitched (217.1). Rogers ranked fifth in the NCAA in strikeouts 
(296) and seventh in wins (26), sitting second in the SEC in both categories. Her 3.19 hits 



allowed per seven innings led the SEC and ranked third in the country. 
 
Jaida Thomas, Forward, Tennessee Soccer – Thomas was named second-team All-American by 
the United Soccer Coaches. Thomas led the team in goals, scoring 13, while adding five assists. 
She was especially dominant in Tennessee’s run to an SEC Tournament Championship, tallying 
five goals and an assist over three games to become the first Volunteer to ever record two 
braces in the SEC Tournament in a career. 
 
Alex Walsh, Team USA, Swimming – Nashville native Alexandra Walsh won the silver medal in 
the women’s 200-meter individual medley with a time of 2:08.65 at the Summer Olympics in 
Japan. Walsh was neck-and-neck with Japan’s Yui Ohashi in the final stretch, but Ohashi edged 
out Walsh by a fraction of a second with a time of 2:08.52. Walsh swims for the University of 
Virginia and was named ACC Women’s Rookie of the Year after taking home two 2021 NCAA 
Championships in the 200m IM and 800m free relay. She also holds several All-America, ACC 
Champion and All-ACC titles. Walsh attended Harpeth Hall High School in Nashville. 
 
Ellen Walshe, Tennessee Swimming – Ellen Walshe captured the Commissioner’s Trophy at the 
2022 SEC Swimming & Diving Championships. The Commissioner’s Trophy is awarded to the 
student-athlete who scores the most individual points at the championships. Walshe was also 
named the SEC Swimmers of the Meet. Walshe earned two podium finishes at the NCAA 
Championships, capturing eighth in the 400 IM and the 100 fly. She racked up three All-America 
honors. 
 
Destinee Wells, Belmont Women’s Basketball – Wells was First-Team All-Ohio Valley 
Conference and one of the top backcourt players in the nation. OVC Tournament MVP. Wells 
was second in the OVC and among the Top 100 nationally in scoring (16.7), while ranking in the 
Top 65 nationally for both total assists (140) and assists per game (4.5). Wells scored double 
figures in all but two games, including 11 with 20-plus points.  
 
 
Jaelencia Williams, Union University Women’s Basketball – Williams was named WBCA and 
D2CCA All-American, the GSC Player of the Year, GSC First-Team All-Conference, GSC 
Tournament Most Outstanding Player, GSC All-Tournament, NCAA D2CCA Region Player of the 
Year, and NCAA D2 South Region All-Tournament. Williams nearly averaged a double-double 
with 16.1 points and 9.2 rebounds per game. She also added 81 assists, 74 blocked shots and 
she shot 60 percent from the field. 
 
 

  



Male Amateur Team of the Year: 
East Tennessee State Football – East Tennessee State put together a remarkable year in which 
it posted an 11-2 overall record and reached the quarterfinals of the FCS Playoffs before falling 
to second-seeded North Dakota State. The Bucs won the Southern Conference, marking their 
fifth conference championship in program history.  
 
Oakland HS Football – Oakland posted a 15-0 record and steamrolled to the Class 6A state 
championship with a 43-26 win against Summit in the title game, running its winning streak to 
30 straight. . The No. 1 Patriots outscored their five opponents 217-66 in the playoffs and 
scored 40-plus points in four of five playoffs wins. For the season, Oakland averaged 41.4 points 
per game, while allowing 15.1. 
 
Memphis Men’s Basketball – Memphis posted a 22-11 record. After starting the season 9-8, 
Memphis won 13 of its last 16. The Tigers defeated four ranked teams during the season, 
including two Top 10 teams, which was their most ranked wins since 2013-14. Reached the 
NCAA Tournament for the first time since 2013-14, where it defeated Boise State in the first 
round before falling to No. 1 overall seed Gonzaga, 82-78, in a second-round classic. The Tigers 
won 13 American Athletic Conference games, its most since joining the conference prior to the 
2013-14 season.  
 
Tennessee Baseball – The Vols posted a 50-18 record in 2021 and reached the College World 
Series for the first time since 2005. It was just the fifth College World Series appearance for 
Tennessee. The record-setting season saw the Vols win the SEC Eastern Division title and mark 
their fifth trip to the College World Series in program history. The Vols reached 50 wins for just 
the third time in program history and won the SEC East for the first time since 1997. (As of 
4/12) Tennessee is 31-2 and ranked No. 1 in the nation. 
 
Tennessee Basketball – Tennessee compiled a 27-8 record, defeating four Top 10 opponents 
and spent the entire campaign ranked in the AP Top 25 – ascending to a high of No. 5 in the 
postseason poll. Tennessee won the SEC Tournament championship for the first time in 43 
years. The Vols finished second in the SEC standings with a 14-4 league record. Tennessee 
reached the NCAA Tournament for the fourth straight year, where it reached the second round 
before losing to Michigan.  
 

Tennessee Swimming & Diving – Tennessee captured its highest finish at the SEC Swimming & 
Diving Championships since 2001 when it vaulted to second at the 2022 SEC meet. 
 
 

  



Tennessee Tennis – Tennessee posted a 28-4 overall record and won the SEC Championship for 
the first time since 2010. The Vols reached the semifinal round of the NCAA Tournament before 
falling to No. 2 Baylor. The 28 dual wins are the most in a single season for Tennessee. 
Tennessee secured 19 wins over ranked opponents, including 15 over a team in the Top 25 and 
three over teams in the Top 5. 
 
Vanderbilt Baseball – Vanderbilt posted a 49-18 record and finished national runner-up in 
2021. The Commodores reached the championship round of the College World Series before 
falling to Mississippi State in the best two-of-three series. Vanderbilt swept through the 
Regional (3-0) and Super Regional (2-0) on its way to the CWS. The Commodores won two 
elimination games to reach the best two-of-three winner-take-all series vs. Mississippi State.  
 
Vanderbilt men’s golf – Vanderbilt won the SEC Championship and had a remarkable 
postseason run that saw it march all the way to the National Championships before falling to 
Oklahoma State in the quarterfinals of match play. The Commodores defeated Tennessee, 
Alabama, and Arkansas in match play to win the SEC. They followed the SEC title with a win in 
the NCAA Regional to advance to the NCAA Championships. There, they made the 15-team cut 
in stroke play to advance to match play. 

UT-Martin Football – Won the Ohio Valley Conference and made the NCAA Division I FCS 
Playoffs for the second time in school history. The Skyhawks finished the season 10-3 and 
boasted a 5-1 mark in conference play. They ranked as high as eighth nationally in the AFCA FCS 
Coaches Top 25. UT-Martin defeated a pair of nationally-ranked opponents and boasted a nine-
game win streak during one stretch. UT-Martin defeated Missouri State in the first round of the 
playoffs before falling to Montana State in the second round. 
 

 

  



Male Amateur Athlete of the Year:  
Calvin Austin III, WR, Memphis football – Austin was one of just three players unanimously 
named First-Team All-American Athletic Conference. Austin led the conference in receiving 
yards per game (95.8) and finished second in the AAC in receiving yards (1,149) and fourth in 
receptions per game (6.2). He totaled 74 receptions for 1,149 yards and eight touchdowns. His 
1,149 receiving yards rank fifth on the Memphis single-season list, while his eight touchdowns 
tied for 11th. He also posted two of the Top 5 single-game receiving yards performances in 
school history in 2021. His 239 yards at Arkansas State rank second all-time, while his 200 at 
Tulsa rank fifth. 
 
Kennedy Chandler, PG, Tennessee Basketball – One of the top freshman performers in college 
basketball, Chandler led the Vols in scoring (13.9 ppg), assists (4.7) and steals (2.2). His 74 steals 
were the most by any Division I freshman and the most ever by a UT freshman, also ranking 
second on Tennessee’s all-time, single-season list. He was responsible for 34 percent of 
Tennessee’s points. His list of postseason honors includes SEC Tournament MVP, All-SEC second 
team, SEC All-Freshman Team and USBWA All-District IV Team.  
 
Kigen Chemadi, Middle Tennessee Track & Field – Kigen Chemadi capped an illustrious career 
with an NCAA Championship in the men’s 3000-meter steeplechase at the NCAA Outdoor Track 
& Field Championships. Chemadi ran an 8:28.20 to capture the title and set a new outdoor 
school record in the 3000m steeplechase. It was Middle Tennessee’s first national title in the 
event and just the second overall in meet history. 
 
Jordan Crooks, Tennessee Swimming – Crooks earned All-America recognition in five events at 
the NCAA Championships (50 free, 100 free, 200 free relay, 400 free relay and 400 medley 
relay). He posted the fastest time every by a freshman in both the 50 free and the 100 free at 
the NCAA Championships. He was named 2022 All-SEC First Team and 2022 SEC All-Freshman 
Team after his breakout rookie campaign. He set Tennessee records for the 50 free, 100 free 
and 100 fly.  
 
Chad Dallas, P, Tennessee Baseball – Dallas was named ABCA Second-Team All-American and 
NCBWA Third-Team All-American after helping Tennessee reach the College World Series. 
Dallas posted an impressive 11-2 record over 17 starts. His 11 wins were the most by a 
Tennessee pitcher since 2005 and rank tied for sixth in program history for a single season. The 
11 wins were also tied for sixth most in the nation. He also recorded 122 strikeouts, which is 
sixth on UT’s single-season list. 
 
 

  



Jalen Duren, Memphis Men’s Basketball – Duren was named unanimous American Athletic 
Conference Freshman of the Year and first-team All-AAC. Duren led the Tigers in scoring (12.0) 
and rebounding (8.1). He was the AAC’s leading rebounder and shot blocker (2.2). His 61 
blocked shots were the third most by a freshman in program history. 
 
Pat Harper & Adam Walton, Tennessee Tennis – The Aussie duo of Pat Harper and Adam 
Walton teamed to win the 2021 NCAA Doubles National Championship. The duo closed the year 
on a 12-match win streak, winning 17 of their final 18 sets of the season. The tandem finished 
the year 31-7 as a pair and 19-6 in dual play. 
 
Quay Holmes, RB, East Tennessee State football – Holmes was named to a record eight All-
American honors following his outstanding season for East Tennessee State. The running back’s 
All-American honors include: Associated Press, Walter Camp, Phil Steele, AFCA/FCS Coaches, 
Athlons Sports, Stats Perform, FCS ADA, Hero Sports.  Holmes, the Southern Conference Player 
of the Year, finished the season with an East Tennessee State record 1,553 yards rushing to go 
with 17 touchdowns. He capped the season with 1,884 all-purpose yards. 
 
Hendon Hooker, QB, Tennessee Football – Hendon became Tennessee’s first Davey O’Brien 
Award semifinalist since 2006. He broke Tennessee single-season records for completion 
percentage (68.0) and passing efficiency (181.41). Hendon ranked No. 1 in the SEC and No. 3 
nationally in passing efficiency. He accounted for 3,561 yards of total offense and 36 
touchdowns. Hendon completed 206-of-303 passes for 2,945 yards and 31 touchdowns, adding 
616 yards rushing on 166 carries and five rushing TDs. On the single-season UT lists, Hendon 
ranked third all-time in touchdown passes, third in QB rushing yards, 10thin passing yards, 
fourth in total offense and third in consecutive games with a TD pass. He led the nation in 70-
plus yard TD passes (4). 
 
Keon Howard, QB, UT Martin Football – Keon Howard led UT-Martin to its second Ohio Valley 
Conference title and second NCAA Division I Playoff in school history. Howard was named the 
2021 OVC Offensive Player of the Year and accounted for 2,285 yards of total offense and 25 
touchdowns. He completed 59.7 percent of his passes for 1,811 yards and 15 touchdowns and 
carried the ball 95 times for 474 yards and 10 scores.  
 
Jack Leiter, P, Vanderbilt Baseball – Jack Leiter was one of five consensus first-team All-
Americans nationally. He named a first-team All-American by the American Baseball Coaches 
Association (ABCA), Baseball America, Collegiate Baseball and National Collegiate Baseball 
Writers Association (NCBWA). He was also the SEC Newcomer of the Year. He was selected by 
the Texas Rangers with the second overall pick of the 2021 MLB Draft. He was named All-
Tournament at the College World Series. Leiter ended the 2021 season having started 18 
games, in which he compiled an 11-4 record, a 2.13 ERA, and 179 strikeouts over 100 innings. 
He was named the Baseball America 2021 Freshman of the Year. 



 
Devonnsha Maxwell, Defensive Lineman, Chattanooga – Maxwell was one of the top interior 
defensive linemen in FCS football and earned First-Team All-American honors. He had 11 sacks 
and 14.5 tackles for loss, ranking among the national leaders in both categories. Set the school 
record with five sacks against an ETSU offensive line that had given up just four through six 
games at the time. Maxwell became the first Chattanooga football player to earn All-America in 
back-to-back seasons since 2015-16.  
 
Scotty Pippen Jr., PG, Vanderbilt Basketball – Pippen led the SEC in scoring with 20.4 points 
per game and connected on 198 free throws. Pippen was the first SEC player to average 20 
points per game in back-to-back seasons since LSU’s Ronnie Henderson in 1995 and 1996. 
Pippen scored 30 or more points five times. He set a Vanderbilt record with 736 points during 
2021-22. 
 
Adam Walton, Tennessee Men’s Tennis – Walton teamed with Pat Harper to win the 2021 
NCAA Doubles National Championship. Walton held an 8-0 overall record during the NCAA 
Team Championships to earn All-NCAA Tournament honors at both No. 1 singles and No. 1 
doubles.  
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