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Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame 
501 Broadway 

Nashville, TN 37203 
(615) 242-4750 

 
Minutes 

Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame Meeting – Subcommittee Nomination West 
December 19, 2023 

 
The West Tennessee Nomination Subcommittee of the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame 
(“TNSHOF”) met this day at 10:00 AM CT for a meeting, with a physical location at 312 Rosa L 
Parks Ave, 13th Fl., Nashville, TN 37243 and hosted via WebEx with available information to 
request the ability to call-in.  Notice being given seven (7) days prior on the TNSHOF website 
and Facebook page.  The meeting was called to order at 10:06 AM CT by Graeter.  Roll was 
called and a quorum was established, with the following members present.   
 
MEMBERS PRESENT1 MEMBERS ABSENT 
Harold Byrd Marianne Dunavant 
Harold Graeter  
Art Sparks  
Jack Sammons  
Laird Veatch  

 
GUESTS PRESENT 
 
Andi Grindley, Department of Tourist Development, Outreach Projects Coordinator 
Alicia Widrig, Department of Tourist Development/Attorney & Secretary to SHOF 
Brad Willis, TNSHoF, Executive Director 
 

AGENDA 
 

Welcome, Graeter 
 
Welcome and Call to Order, Hope all had a chance to review the information and will have a 
great discussion of the candidates. 
 
Housekeeping, Widrig 
 

• Widrig, asked if any guests were on the call that may wish to be recognized.  Hearing 
none, the meeting continued. 

• Pursuant to T.C.A. § 8-44-108(a)(d), the determination of necessity for conducting the 
TNSHOF West Tennessee Nomination Subcommittee meeting electronically was read 
into the record and rendered as essential to determine their 2023 Induction selections to 
the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame.  

• Approved the December 13, 2022 Minutes of the TNSHOF West Tennessee Nomination 
Subcommittee without a reading, as the Minutes were provided to members in advance 

 
1 All members were present via telephone. 

http://tshf.net/
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of the meeting.  Motion, by Sammons with second by Byrd.  No discussion.  Roll call 
vote. 
 

Harold Byrd Yes 
Marianne Dunavant  
Harold Graeter Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 
Jack Sammons Yes 
Laird Veatch Abstain 

Motion carries, Minutes approved. 
 
Public Comment, None. 
 
Review of Nominees, Willis 
 

1. Full List of Nominees, Willis, Will go through the full list of nominees.  Requested that the 
subcommittee refrain from disclosing the nominees in order to make special 
announcements for those that are selected. 

• Nominees for 2024, 
o Albert Ellison, Jr. (posthumous, basketball) 
o Paul Hogue (basketball) 
o James “Jay Hood, III (baseball) 
o W.S. “Babe” Howard (posthumous, baseball philanthropist) 
o Oscar Palmer Robertson (basketball) 

• Prior Nomination, 
o Charlie Cavagnaro (athletic director) 
o Michael “Memphis” Douglas (basketball) 
o Phillip Clark (baseball) 
o Jeff Moore (football) 
o Steve Moore (posthumous, football) 
o Vince Moore (football) 
o Lawrence “Larry” Liles (racquetball player & coach) 
o Charles Dawson (announcer) 
o Buster Kelso (baseball) 
o Bubba Luckett (basketball) 
o Charles Gilbert “Chick” King (posthumous, football, baseball, basketball, 

track) 
2. Clarification on Nomination Date/Process, Willis, Process will work by narrowing the field 

to as many as seven (7), with two (2) candidates being preferred nominees and the 
remaining five (5) being at-large that will require the entire Board to vote on their 
candidacy.   
 

Those are the Nominees up for consideration for 2023.  Open for discussion on any candidates 
that anyone wishes to speak on or move forward for further consideration. 

 
Discussion of Nominees and Questions 
 

• Board members then went through the current and previous candidates along the 
biographies provided by Willis. They utilized a process whereby Members would move 
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certain nominees forward for discussion until prepared to vote and discuss preferred 
versus at-large nominees.   

 
Voting Process 
 

• Motion, Graeter, nomination of East TN slate, preferred/automatic candidates: 1) W.S. 
“Babe” Howard and 2) Lawrence “Larry” Liles; as At-large candidates: 1) Phillip Clark 
with second by Byrd.  No further discussion.  Moving to a roll call vote: 

 
Harold Byrd Yes 
Marianne Dunavant  
Harold Graeter Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 
Jack Sammons Yes 
Laird Veatch Yes 

Motion carries, Slate approved for full board presentation. 
 
Review date for Full Board Meeting, Willis. The date for the full board meeting is to be 
determined but likely the first full week of January 2023. 
 
Closing Remarks, Graeter, Thank you everyone for your wiliness to serve and welcome to 
Laird Veatch.  Motion, Graeter, Happy Holidays and call for adjournment second from 
Sammons.  No further discussion, roll call vote: 
 
Harold Byrd Yes 
Marianne Dunavant  
Harold Graeter Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 
Jack Sammons Yes 
Laird Veatch Yes 

Motion carries, meeting adjourned at 10:59 AM CT. 
 
 
 
Approved: 
 
___________     _____________________________________ 
Date      Alicia C. B. Widrig 
      Attorney for the TNSHOF, acting Secretary 
      Department of Tourist Development 

December 13, 2024
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