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Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame 
501 Broadway 

Nashville, TN 37203 
(615) 242-4750 

 
Minutes 

Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame Nomination Committee Meeting 
April 23, 2024 

 
The Nomination Committee of the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame (“TNSHOF”) met this day at 
1:00 PM CT for a meeting with a physical location at 312 Rosa L Parks Ave, 13th Fl., Nashville, 
TN 37243 and hosted via WebEx with available call-in numbers.  Notice being given seven (7) 
days prior on the TNSHOF website and Facebook page.  The meeting was called to order at 
1:00 PM CT.  Roll was called and a quorum was established, with the following members 
present.   
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Dane Bradshaw 
Harold Graeter 
Kenny Hawkins 
Chris Massaro 
Brad Lampley1 
Candice Lee2 
Art Sparks 

 
GUESTS PRESENT 
 
Brad Willis, TNSHoF, Executive Director 
Andi Grindley, TDTD Outreach Projects Coordinator 
Alicia C. B. Widrig, Attorney and Secretary 
 

AGENDA 
 

Welcome, Massaro 
 
Housekeeping 

• Pursuant to T.C.A. § 8-44-108(a)(d), the determination of necessity for conducting the 
TNSHOF meeting electronically was read into the record and rendered as essential to 
continue the business of the Board, in order to consider business as requested by the 
Board.   

• Approved the April 26, 2023 Minutes of the Nomination Committee TNSHOF without a 
reading, as the Minutes were provided to members in advance of the meeting.  Motion, 
by Graeter with second by Massaro.  No discussion, move to a roll call vote:   
 

 
1 Lampley joined at 1:04 PM CT. 
2 Lee joined at 1:03 PM CT. 

http://tshf.net/


2 
 

Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Brad Lampley  
Candice Lee  
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion carries. 
 
New Business/Discussion Items, Willis 
 
1. Discussion of Proposed Nomination Criteria Amendments 

• Nomination Committee to consider proposals and other aspects to issues impacting 
Nomination Criteria (Presentation of proposals submitted), Willis 

o Lampley, Proposes adding one more preferred inductee to each division, along 
with an additional statewide at-large inductee, bringing total class to sixteen (16) 
inductees maximum per year.  Proposal aims to reduce logjam created by 
several new professional franchises and their number of potential candidates. 

o Graeter, Proposes allowing Board Members to bring nominees to the floor on the 
day of regional nomination meetings, to allow for additional candidates to be 
considered that may have not been nominated in advance. 

o Fulmer, Proposes changing Automatic or Preferred Candidate structure, in that 
the current structure means that potentially less qualified individuals make the 
class over more qualified individual.  Change the automatic invites to a Legacy 
invite that ensures a full vote on all candidates. 

o Fulmer, Proposes expanded class for Class of 2024, the Hall’s 60th Class of 
inductees. 

• Discussion, Willis, Those are the four (4) proposals that were provided through the 
channel of board meetings and will defer to Massaro to lead the discussion. 

o Proposal #1 (Lampley) 
 Graeter, think it’s a reasonable request, see a log jam but not totally on 

board; understanding the addition of the professional franchises causing 
more candidates.  Would support. 

 Massaro, like the concept but like to walk before run seems like a big 
expansion percentage wise – perhaps modify and see each region get 
one on a rotating annual basis.  Expanding by two (2) rather than four (4). 

 Graeter, If currently at twelve (12) in the context of the banquet and T.V. 
special – what changes would this cause if do increase; for example, if 
adding four (4)? 

• Willis, T.V. Special could work through it but would drastically 
change the format.  At one (1) hour show and focusing on each 
inductee for ninety (90) seconds to two (2) minutes.  If go to 
sixteen (16), would need to be adjusted.  More concerned about 
the banquet, to ensure the banquet is not too long.   

 Hawkins, Can shorten packages with T.V. With the banquet do not want 
the event to be longer than it needs to be.  Every Hall of Fame has a log 
jam.  Think it should grow a little bit but not too much. 

 Lee, Is there an opportunity to compromise? Test Lampley’s proposal as 
a pilot class due to the anniversary year. 
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 Sparks, Would rather spend time and effort in 2025 to get time and effort 
to get those past inductees coming.  Going to sixteen (16) concerned 
about the banquet.  Method did not allow inductees to talk for ten (10) 
minutes.  If retain the current format with Mike Keith asking questions 
then is not concerned.  Would like to spend more effort in 2025 getting 
prior inductees to return since it’s the 60th induction banquet. 

 Bradshaw, Think both Lampley’s proposal and what Lee is saying could 
work.  Like the increase, tough to make the decision in the end. 

 Lampley, Persuaded by what’s being said; don’t want to make a Class too 
large – do have a log jam to resolve. Not opposed than two (2) more each 
year than Massaro suggested or make it just two (2) additional state-wide. 
Do like having individual grand division groups having autonomy – not 
supportive of third proposal. 

 Bradshaw, Get little guys in, have a few more selections then allows for it. 
 Greater, Maybe another compromise to what Lampley did, Lee’s thoughts 

for next year.  Add one preferred 12 – 15; increase of three (3). 
 Massaro, Think should expand by three (3) full board. Easiest is that 

every division gets one.  Rotator one (1) with state-wide (2). 
 Graeter, Motion, Each division adding one (1). But want to tie into 

expanded class. Twenty-five (25) is beyond the pale. Make the addition 
effective for 2025 do increase but see one (1) per division as preferred.  
Second by Lee. Further discussion, 

• Bradshaw, Would like to see slightly more catch-up opportunity for 
2025. 

• Lampley, wants to see larger for 2025. 
• Willis, Lee’s initial thought of a pilot, like that concept, Graeter one 

(1) preferred to each.  More aggressive than fifteen 915) in 2025.  
Go forward with three (3) preferred one in each region, three (3) 
extra at-large would get eighteen (18) then would be fifty (50)% 
increase in six of the class. Introduces additional preferred. Nine 
(9) total at-large, nine (9) preferred. Using whole as a pilot 
program for growth.  

• Sparks, If going that high- should remove limitation on 
posthumous candidates. 

• Massaro, Think it should raise to same percentage. Raise one (1).  
One (1) of the six (6). 

 Graeter, withdrawn Motion and propose a new Motion, of three (3) 
permanent, preferred additions, with each region having one (1) for an 
increase to fifteen (15).  Second by Hawkins.  No further discussion, 
move to a roll call vote: 

Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Brad Lampley  
Candice Lee Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion carries, for presentation to the Board. 
 

o Proposal #2 (Graeter) 
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 Massaro, Think this is reasonable. 
 Graeter, Motion, Day of regional meetings day of by Board members, 

Second by Massaro. No further discussion, move to a roll call vote: 
Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Brad Lampley Yes 
Candice Lee Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion carries, for presentation to the Board. 
 

o Proposal #3 (Fulmer) 
 Graeter, retention of automatics is important to protect various sport 

inclusion and representation of smaller schools. 
 Sparks, Last few minutes of every meeting there are important 

discussions on state-wide versus preferred; there are deserving 
candidates in the western region that some will not know about. 

 Graeter, agree here to protect sport and athletes because the big guys 
will get taken care of. 

 Massaro, Think so much autonomy in each region and that local is best, 
those in the neighborhoods know what is best for each division.  Think 
that’s a good quality as a hall.  

No further discussion on Proposal #3; no wish to vote on furthering Proposal. 
 

o Proposal #4 (Fulmer) 
 Willis, Prior the number twenty-five (25) has been thrown out because it 

agreed with the year (2025).   
 Graeter, Those that want to address the back-log, would satisfy – 

addressing the issue – making state-wide vs. the local vote? 
 Massaro, Would go up to five (5) state-wide. 
 Hawkins, Adding fifty (50) percent of current class then three (3), 

preferred and then add three (3) at-large – there’s six (6) over twelve (23), 
gets to eighteen (18) but at fifteen (15) now. 

 Willis, If fifteen (15) is the starting point, adding three (3) at-large would 
get to eighteen (18), or take and grow to twenty (20), add preferred to 
each and then two (2) at-large. 

 Willis, If say have extra at-large, are then putting it on the region to have 
an extra at-large to put into the pool. 

 Graeter, Perhaps ten (10) as at-large. 
 Willis, picking six (6) from fifteen (15). 
 Massaro, As Willis has to lead the process adhere to his point, in front of 

a full board it is cumbersome to vet thirty (30) candidates for slots over 
zoom.  Where expend energy put that within the regional meeting. 

 Motion, Hawkins, Each region gets three (3) preferred (nine (9) total) and 
seven (7) at-large nominations. From twenty-one (21) board picks eleven 
(11). Posthumous needs to be part, adding one (1) extra to fit with the 
percentage.  Add five (5) at large for 2025, get additional two (2) at-large 
nominees. Second by Massaro. No further discussion, move to a roll-call 
vote: 
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Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Brad Lampley Yes 
Candice Lee Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion carries, for presentation to the Board. 
 
2. Discussion of Process of Honorees, Willis 
 
3. Discussion of Honoree Categories, Massaro  

• Tennessean of the Year 
o Nominees 

 Bill Dance 
 MK Fred Smith 
 Dr. Glenda Glover 
 Taylor Swift 

o Motion, Graeter, Dance as Tennessean of the Year, second from Hawkins.  No 
further discussion, move to a roll call vote: 

Dane Bradshaw No 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Brad Lampley Yes 
Candice Lee Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion carries, for presentation to the Board. 
 

• Pat Summitt Lifetime Achievement Award 
o Nominees 

 Thomas Wilson 
 Jack Elder 
 Ottis Phillips 

o Motion, Lee for Jack Elder with second by Hawkins.  No further discussion, 
move to a roll call vote: 

Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Brad Lampley Yes 
Candice Lee Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion carries for presentation to the Board. 
 

• David Williams Significant Historical Achievement Award 
o Nominees 

 Massaro, A couple of categories both Thomas Wilson and Jack Elder 
could meet requirements.  Believe Thomas Wilson should be considered 
for David Williams. 
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o Motion, Hawkins with second by Lampley.  No further discussion, move to a roll 
call vote. 

 
Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Brad Lampley Yes 
Candice Lee Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion carries for presentation to the Board. 
 

• Legacy Award, Massaro, Thank you to Bradshaw for spear-heading this new award and 
honoring those prep teams. 

o Motion, Graeter to honor White Station High School 2000-2004 with second by 
Massaro. No further discussion, move to a roll call vote: 

 
Dane Bradshaw Abstain 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Brad Lampley Yes 
Candice Lee Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion carries for presentation to the Board. 
 

• Pro Team of the Year 
o Nominees: 

 Nashville Predators 
 Nashville SC 
 Memphis Grizzles 

o Motion, for the Nashville Predators to be named Professional Team of the Year 
by Bradshaw with second by Lampley.  No discussion, move to a roll call vote:   

 
Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter No 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Brad Lampley Yes 
Candice Lee Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion carries for presentation to the Board. 
 

• Pro Athlete of the Year 
o Nominees: 

 Alysha Clark, Las Vegas Aces 
 Josef Newgarden, Racing 
 Mookie Betts, Los Angeles Dodgers 
 Drew Gilbert, Houston Astros Farm System 
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o Motion, for Josef Newgarden to be named the Professional Athlete of the Year 
by Hawkins with second by Graeter.  No discussion, move to a roll call vote:   

 
Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Brad Lampley  
Candice Lee Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion carries for presentation to the Board. 
 

• Amateur Female Team of the Year 
o Nominees: 

 Middle Tennessee Basketball 
 Tennessee Softball 
 Middle Tennessee Softball 
 Vanderbilt Women’s Basketball 
 Memphis Soccer 
 Tennessee Cross Country 
 Tennessee Swimming 
 Tennessee Tennis 
 Tennessee Volleyball 
 Bearden High School Dance Team 

o Motion, for the University of Tennessee Softball to be named Amateur Female 
Team of the Year by Bradshaw with second by Lee.  No discussion, move to a 
roll call vote:   

 
Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro No 
Brad Lampley  
Candice Lee Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion carries for presentation to the Board. 
 

• Amateur Female Athlete of the Year 
o Nominees: 

 Savannah Wheeler, Middle Tennessee Women’s Basketball 
 Rickea Jackson, Tennessee Women’s Basketball 
 Mya Jones, Memphis Soccer 
 Kiki Milloy, Tennessee Softball 
 Rebeka Mertena, Tennessee Tennis 
 Jacious Sears, Tennessee Track & Field 
 Jordan Fusco, Tennessee Soccer 
 Paige Peters, Vanderbilt Bowling 

o Motion, for Morgan Price to be named the Amateur Female Athlete of the Year 
by Graeter with second by Lee.  No discussion, move to a roll call vote:   
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Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro No 
Brad Lampley  
Candice Lee Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion carries. 
 

• Amateur Male Team of the Year 
o Nominees: 

 Tennessee Men’s Basketball 
 Memphis Football 
 Tennessee Baseball 
 Middle Tennessee Tennis 
 Tennessee Football 
 Tennessee Swimming & Diving 
 Vanderbilt Golf 

o Motion, for Freed-Hardeman to be named the Amateur Male Team of the Year 
by Graeter with second from Hawkins.  No discussion, move to a roll call vote:   

 
Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro No 
Brad Lampley Yes 
Candice Lee  
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion carries for presentation to the Board. 
 

• Amateur Male Athlete of the Year 
o Nominees 

 Blake Burke, Tennessee Baseball 
 Dalton Knecht 
 Lineker Rodrigues dos Santos, Memphis Soccer 
 Stijn Slump, Middle Tennessee Tennis 
 Seth Henigan, Memphis Football 
 David Jones, Memphis Basketball 
 James Pearce Jr., Tennessee Football 
 Jaylen Wright, Tennessee Football 
 Alaba Akintola, Middle Tennessee Track 
 Byrden Hattie, Tennessee Swimming & Diving 
 Caleb Surratt, Tennessee Golf 
 Johannus Monday, Tennessee Tennis 
 Enrique Bradfield, Jr., Vanderbilt Baseball 
 Bick Maldonado, Vanderbilt Baseball 
 Gordon Sargent, Vanderbilt Golf 

• Lee, arguably the best amateur golfer in the year and announced 
he is returning to Vanderbilt though he could have turned pro.  
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Excellent student, certainly biased.  He is absolutely one of the 
most elite athletes to ever come through Vanderbilt. 

o Motion, for Dalton Knecht to be named the Amateur Male Athlete of the Year by 
Hawkins with second from Bradshaw.  No discussion, move to a roll call vote:   

 
Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter No 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro No 
Brad Lampley  
Candice Lee No 
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion results in essentially a tie – Committee requests Board consider Knecht and Sargent as 
potential co-awardees. 
 
4. Final Vote For Honorees to Forward to Full Board, [Agenda Item rendered unnecessary due 
to the committee members voting on categories individually]. 
 
Closing Remarks,  
 

• Willis, Will take all proposals to the full board next Thursday May 2, 2024. After that 
meeting a full class of inductees and honorees will be set. 

• Massaro, Thank you for all the discussion and thought process and thank-you to Tony 
Stinnett who puts together all superlative awards.  Thank you to those on the Committee 
who picked up who was missed. 

 
As there was nothing further, Massaro motioned for adjournment with second by Graeter.  
No further discussion, move to a roll call vote. 

Dane Bradshaw Yes 
Harold Graeter Yes 
Kenny Hawkins Yes 
Chris Massaro Yes 
Brad Lampley  
Candice Storey Lee Yes 
Art Sparks Yes 

Motion Carries.  Meeting adjourned at 2:47PM CT. 
 

 
Approved: 
 
___________     _____________________________________ 
Date      Alicia C. B. Widrig 
      Attorney for the TNSHOF, acting Secretary 
      Department of Tourist Development 



Nomina'on Criteria Change Proposals 
 
Brad Lampley: Proposes adding one more preferred inductee to each division, along with an 
addi;onal statewide At-Large inductee, bringing total class to 16 inductees maximum per year. 
Proposal aims to reduce logjam created by several new professional franchises and their 
number of poten;al candidates. 
 
Harold Graeter: Proposes allowing Board Members to bring nominees to the floor on the day of 
regional nomina;on mee;ngs, to allow for addi;onal candidates to be considered that may 
have not been nominated in advance. 
 
Phillip Fulmer: Proposes changing Automa;c or Preferred Candidate structure, in that the 
current structure means that poten;ally less qualified individuals make the class over a more 
qualified individual. Change the automa;c invites to a Legacy invite that insures a full vote on all 
candidates.  
 
Phillip Fulmer: Proposes expanded class for Class of 2025, the Hall’s 60th Class of Inductees. 



Professional Sports Team of the Year: 
Nashville Predators: The Nashville Predators clinched their 16th postseason appearance after 
being written o9 following a tough start to the campaign. As of April 16, the Preds fashioned a 82-
47-30-5 record, good enough for the sixth playo9 spot in the Western Conference, The Preds shook 
o9 a 5-10-0 start by grabbing points in 20 of 33 games between Thanksgiving and the All-Star break. 
They put together the longest point streak in franchise history (18) following the break, and also had 
an eight-match win streak, the second-longest in franchise history.  
 

Nashville SC: The 2023 Nashville SC season was the fourth season for Nashville SC as a member 
of Major League Soccer (MLS), the top flight of professional soccer in the United States.  

The club moved from the Western Conference to the Eastern Conference for the 2023 season and 
played 34 regular season matches between February 25 and October 21. Nashville SC also 
participated in the Leagues Cup, a knockout competition for all MLS and Liga MX clubs in July and 
August. They finished as runners-up, hosting the Leagues Cup final against Inter Miami CF and 
losing in a penalty shootout. The club entered the U.S. Open Cup in the third round and advanced to 
the Round of 16, where they were eliminated by Miami. 

Nashville qualified for the MLS Cup Playo9s—their fourth consecutive postseason—by finishing 
seventh in the Eastern Conference. They were eliminated in the first round by Orlando City SC, 
losing the first two games in the best-of-three series by a 1–0 scoreline. 

 

Memphis Grizzlies: The Memphis Grizzlies qualified for the playo9s for the third consecutive 
season and won the Southwest division title for the second straight season in 2022-23. The Griz 
were upset in the first round of the playo9s by the seventh-seeded Los Angeles Lakers in the first 
round. In 2023-2024, the team struggled with injuries, and failed to make the playo9s.  

  



Professional Athlete of the Year: 
Alysha Clark, Las Vegas Aces: Alysha Clark dedicated the 2023 WNBA season to her late father 
and then helped the Aces claim their second consecutive WNBA title, the third of Clark’s career. 
Clark, a Mt. Juliet native and standout at MTSU, was instrumental in helping the Aces to the title. 
She was named the league’s Sixth Player of the Year. Clark averaged 6.7 points and 3.4 reobunds 
per game, while shooting 44 percent from the field, including 39 percent from 3-point range. Clark 
enters the 2024 season ranked third in league history in two-point field goal percentage (.577). 

Josef Newgarden: In 2023, Hendersonville native Josef Newgarden swept the Iowa Speedway 
weekend and nearly became the first driver ever to win every oval race on the schedule with wins at 
Texas and Indianapolis.  After a thrilling last-lap pass, Newgarden won the 2023 Indianapolis 500 in 
his 12th attempt at the "Greatest Spectacle in Racing". He went on to finish fifth in the standings, 
his eighth consecutive season finishing in the top-five in championship standings. 
 
Mookie Betts, Los Angeles Dodgers: Betts, a Nashville native, finished second in the voting for 
Most Valuable Player in 2023. Betts hit .307 with 39 home runs and 107 RBI, adding 40 doubles.  
 
Drew Gilbert, Houston Astros Farm System: Drew Gilbert was selected for the Futures Game. The 
former Vols baseball standout and first-round pick of the Houston Astros in 2022, started the year 
with High-A Asheville and within a month secured a promotion to Double-A Corpus Christi.  
 
 

  



Female Amateur Team of the Year: 
Middle Tennessee Basketball: The Lady Raiders posted a 30-5 overall record and upset No. 6 seed 
Louisville in the first round of the NCAA Tournament before falling to defending national champion 
LSU. MTSU won 20 straight during one stretch and went 16-0 in Conference USA.  
 
Tennessee Softball: Tennessee won its first SEC regular season championship since 2007 and its 
first SEC Tournament title since 2011, winning both crowns in the same season for the first time in 
program history. The Lady Vols secured a 50-win season (51 wins) and reached the national 
semifinals at the College World Series.  
 
Middle Tennessee Softball: Middle Tennessee set a program record with 42 wins and had its best 
finish in postseason play ever, finishing in the Top 32 teams in the NCAA Tournament after 
advancing to the regional final. The Blue Raiders defeated No. 5 Alabama, 4-1, to force a decisive 
game in the Tuscaloosa Regional. They dropped a 1-0 decision in the decisive game, falling on a 
seventh-inning home run. The Blue Raiders won Conference USA to earn the league’s automatic 
berth into the NCAA Tournament. 

Vanderbilt Women’s Basketball: The Vanderbilt Women’s basketball team, led by third year head 
Coach Shea Ralph, returned to the NCAA Tournament for the first time in 10 years in 2023/2024. 
Finishing with a 22-8 record and a 6th Place SEC finish. Vanderbilt defeated Columbia in the First 
Four, the Lady Commodores first NCAA Tournament win in 11 years. The Lady Commodores were 
eliminated in the NCAA Tournament in the round of 64 by Baylor.  
 
Memphis Soccer: Memphis reached the NCAA Tournament Round of 16 before falling to Pittsbugh. 
The Tigers posted an impressive 20-2 overall record, including a 17-game win streak. Memphis won 
the American Athletic Conference Championship, as well as the West Division title. 
 
Tennessee Cross Country: Tennessee capped a strong season with a sixth-place finish at the 2023 
NCAA Cross Country Championships. It marked the program’s best finish since 1989 when they 
also finished sixth and tied for the second-best finish in Lady Vol history. Tennessee won the NCAA 
South Regional to earn an automatic qualifying spot in the National meet. It was their first region 
crown since 2005. 
 
Tennessee Swimming: The Lady Vols earned their second-best finish in program history at the 
2024 NCAA Championships, placing fourth overall. Tennessee boasted 11 podium performances 
and 17 top-16 finishes, both of which marked the third-most in program history. 
 
Tennessee Tennis: Tennessee finished the year 21-6 and 11-2 in the SEC. The 11 SEC wins marked 
the most single-season conference wins in program history. The Lady Vols advanced to the Round 
of 16 in the NCAA Tournament for the first time since 2010.  
 
Tennessee Volleyball: Tennessee advanced to the regional semifinals for the first time since 2005. 
The Lady Vols finished second in the SEC with a 15-3 record. Tennessee swept 19 opponents in 31 
matches. The Lady Vols boasted one of the nation’s top o9enses, ranking inside the Top 5 nationally 
and leading the SEC in three categories. 



Bearden High School Dance Team: The Bearden High School Dance team was named 2024 
National Champions, their fourth consecutive national championship season.   



Female Amateur Athlete of the Year: 
Savannah Wheeler, Middle Tennessee Women’s Basketball: Middle Tennessee point guard 
Savannah Wheeler was named Conference USA and Most Valuable Player of the Conference USA 
Championship. Averaged 17.5 points, 5.0 assists, 4.4 rebounds and 1.1 steals. Wheeler scored 
double figures in 30 of 35 games, including 16 consecutive to end the season. 
 
Rickea Jackson, Tennessee Women’s Basketball: Selected by the Los Angelese Sparks with the 
No. 4 overall pick of the 2024 WNBA Draft. Jackson led the SEC in scoring at 20.2 points per game 
and contributed a team-high 8.2 rebounds, while adding 2.3 assist per game. Her single-season 
scoring average was the ninth-best ever recorded by a Lady Vol.  
 
Mya Jones, Memphis Soccer: Mya Jones, the 2023 Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame Female 
Amateur Athlete of the Year, posted another sensational campaign in 2024. Jones, a senior, helped 
lead Memphis soccer to a 20-2 record and the Round of 16 in the NCAA Tournament. Jones was 
honored as the AAC’s O9ensive Player of the Year following her nine goals and 11 assists during the 
regular season. Jones led the conference in assists per game, points per game, total assists and 
total points.  
 
Kiki Milloy, Tennessee softball: Kiki Milloy was a driving force in Tennessee’s march to the College 
World Series. Milloy led all Division I players with 25 home runs, setting a Lady Vols single-season 
record. A consensus first-team All-American, Milloy hit .406 and set another Tennessee single-
season record with 86 runs scored. She also had 56 RBIs and slugged .929.  
 
Rebeka Mertena, Tennessee Tennis: Rebeka Mertena earned first-team All-SEC honors and 
helped lead Tennessee to the Round of 16 in NCAA Women’s Tennis. Mertena went 14-4 during dual 
competition while boasting a perfect 5-0 SEC record at No 2. 
 
Jacious Sears, Tennessee Track & Field: Jacious Sears was named the USTFCCCA South Region 
Track Athlete of the Year. Sears placed third in the 100-meter and fourth in the 200-meter at the 
NCAA Championships, the best finish by a Lady Vol in both events since 2005. Sears won the SEC 
Commissioner’s Trophy at the SEC Outdoor Championships, an award given to the top overall 
scorer at the conference meet. Sears scored 20.5 points, winning the 100-meter with a school-
record sprint of 10.96 seconds, and finishing second in the 200-meter. 
 
Jordan Fusco, Tennessee soccer: Jordan Fusco was named First-Team All-SEC after totaling six 
goals and four assists during her junior campaign. She tied for the team lead in total points with 16.  
 
Paige Peters, Vanderbilt Bowling: Paige Peters was named first-team All-America by the National 
Tenpin Coaches Association. She won the Warhawk Classic and was all-tournament in three other 
events. In all, Peters recorded five Top-15 individual finishes.  
 
 

  



Male Amateur Team of the Year: 
Tennessee Men’s Basketball: Tennessee fashioned a sterling 27-9 mark and reached the Elite 
Eight of the NCAA Tournament for just the third time in program history, where it dropped a 72-66 
decision to Purdue. The Vols won the rugged SEC regular season with a 14-4 league ledger. They 
finished fifth in the final Top 25 polls. 
 
Memphis Football: The Tigers became the fifth team in program history to register 10 or more wins, 
finishing with a 10-3 record, including a win in the season finale when Memphis took down Iowa 
State in the Liberty Bowl, 36-26.  
 
Tennessee Baseball: The Vols reached the College World Series for the sixth time before losing a 
pair of games to LSU in Bracket 2. The Vols finished the year with a 44-22 record. Tennessee won the 
Clemson Regional and survived the Southern Miss in the Super Regional. They went 1-2 in the CWS, 
defeating Stanford, while losing to LSU twice. 
 
Middle Tennessee Tennis: Middle Tennessee claimed its fourth consecutive Conference USA 
championship in 2023. The Blue Raiders defeated Tulane, 4-0, to advance to the Round of 32 in the 
2023 NCAA Championships for the fourth time in program history, before falling to Mississippi 
State.   
 
Tennessee Football: The Vols fashioned a 9-4 record and defeated Big Ten West champion Iowa, 
35-0, in the Citrus Bowl on New Year’s Day. Tennessee finished third in the SEC East standings. 
Tennessee finished the season ranked in the Top 25 nationally in eight di9erent team categories. 
Three of the Vols’ four losses came against teams ranked 11th or higher in the final College Football 
Playo9 poll. 
 
Tennessee Swimming & Diving: Tennessee earned its best finish at the NCAA Championships 
since 2001, placing sixth nationally. Tennessee boasted 11 podium performances – the most since 
having 16 during the 2001 campaign – and 14 top-16 finishes. During the meet, the team broke six 
program records and posted 12 new Top-10 times in school history. 
 
Vanderbilt Golf: Vanderbilt claimed six tournament titles during 2022-23 on its way to earning the 
top overall seed in the NCAA Championships. The Commodores concluded the 2022-23 season 
with their ninth consecutive NCAA Championship appearance and six tournament titles. They 
finished second at both the SEC Championships and NCAA Auburn Regional. 
 
 

  



Male Amateur Athlete of the Year: 
Blake Burke, Tennessee baseball: As of 4/17, Blake Burke was hitting .422 with 13 home runs and 
36 RBI. Burke’s outstanding play keyed the Vols to a 31-6 record and No. 2 national ranking. The 
junior first baseman has been named a DIBaseball Midseason All-American. Belted his 41st career 
home run to break the program record for round trippers when he did so against Auburn. 
 
Dalton Knecht, Tennessee Men’s Basketball: Dalton Knecht, was a NCAA Unanimous First-Team 
All-American (AP, NABC, Sporting News, USBWA). Knecht was the SEC Player of the Year and a 
finalist for the Wooden Award, Naismith Trophy Player of the Year and Lute Olson National Player of 
the Year. He led the Vols to the Elite Eight and broke the program record for points in a NCAA 
Tournament game with 37, in the Elite Eight matchup with Purdue. Knecht averaged 21.7 points and 
4.9 rebounds per game. 
 
Lineker Rodrigues dos Santos, Memphis Soccer: Lineker Rodrigues dos Santos was named to the 
United Soccer Coaches All-American third team following a brilliant season for the Tigers. 
Rodrigues dos Santos also was named the AAC’s O9ensive Player of the Year and was also an All 
East Region First-Team selection. He collected 14 goals while dishing out seven assists in 2023. He 
produced eight game-winning goals. 
 
Stijn Slump, Middle Tennessee Tennis: Stijn Slump was named the 2023 Conference USA Player 
of the Year for the second straight year. He was also a named First Team All C-USA for singles and 
doubles. Slump posted a 17-8 singles record, primarily playing at No. 1. He was ranked as high as 
No. 59 in singles by ITA.  
 
Seth Henigan, Memphis Football: Seth Henigan was named MVP of the Liberty Bowl after leading 
Memphis to its 10th win of the season. Henigan was a second-team All-AAC selection, and the 
Tennessee Sports Writers Player of the Year in football statewide. Henigan completed 318-of-476 
passes for 3,883 yards and 32 touchdowns. He finished the season ranked fourth in the NCAA in 
passing yards, fifth in touchdowns and seventh in total o9ense. 
 
David Jones, Memphis Basketball: David Jones was named first-team All-American Athletic 
Conference after producing an All-American type season. Jones averaged 21.7 points, 7.6 rebounds 
and 2.1 steals. He led the AAC in scoring and field goal makes (215), while ranking second in steals 
per game, free throws made (169) and double-doubles (10). 
 
James Pearce Jr, Tennessee football: Pearce earned first-team All-SEC honors after putting 
together a dominant season. Pearce was second in the SEC and first among defensive linemen with 
8.5 sacks. He was also tied for fourth in tackles for loss, totaling 13, to go with 15 QB hurries. 
According to PFF.com, Pearce was the highest graded defensive lineman in the SEC. 
 
Jaylen Wright, Tennessee football: Wright was tabbed a second-team selection the AP All-SEC 
team, finishing the regular season with 1,013 yards on just 137 carries. His 7.4 yards per attempt 
led all FBS running backs with at least 100 carries. Wright recorded six 100-yard rushing games, 
which was second in the SEC.  



 
Alaba Akintola, Middle Tennessee Track: Alaba Akintola earned second-team All-America honors 
for the 2023 NCAA Division I Outdoor Track & Field season. Akintola finished 13th in the 100-meter 
with a time of 10.07 at the NCAA Championships, and he finished 16th in the 200-meter with a time 
of 20.46. He won both events at the C-USA Championships. 
 
Bryden Hattie, Tennessee Swimming & Diving: Bryden Hattie capped one of the most successful 
campaigns of his career as SEC champion and NCAA bronze medalist on platform. He was the only 
SEC diver to advance to two championship finals during NCAAs. He garnered a pair of All-America 
First-Team honors after posting the two highest finishes for the conference during the meet at third 
(platform) and fifth (3-meter). He became the fifth athlete in SEC history to claim consecutive SEC 
Male Diver of the Year accolades. 
 
Caleb Surratt, Tennessee Golf: Caleb Surratt become the first Tennessee golfer ever to be named 
a first-team All-American when he was so honored by PING. Surratt was also the SEC Freshman of 
the Year and a First-Team All-SEC selection. Surratt was a consistent force in Tennessee’s lineup. 
He posted a program-record, single-season stroke average of 69.58, while setting another program 
record in round of par or better with 27. Surratt recorded seven Top 10 finishes and two individual 
titles, including the individual title at the SEC Championship, which tied for the second-lowest 54-
hole score in SEC Championship history.  
 
Johannus Monday, Tennessee Tennis: Johannus Monday earned ITA All-America honors and SEC 
Player of the Year following his dynamic season in 2023. It marked the third consecutive year 
Monday has been named ITA All-American. He boasted a 19-3 record, including a 16-3 (9-1 SEC) 
mark at No. 1 singles.  
 
Enrique Bradfield Jr., Vanderbilt Baseball: Enrique Bradfield was named to the 2023 NCBWA All-
America third team and earned second-team All-SEC honors. He led the SEC in stolen bases in 
2023 with 37. He totaled 69 runs scored to lead the Commodores and had the third-most hits on 
the team.  
 
Nick Maldonado, Vanderbilt Baseball: Maldonado anchored the Vanderbilt bullpen, recording 
eight saves while earning second-team All-SEC honors and third-team NCBWAA All-American 
honors. Maldonado held opposing hitters to a .135 average and allowed just five earned runs in 22 
appearances for a 1.44 ERA. 
 
Gordon Sargent, Vanderbilt Golf: Gordon Sargent has been named a semifinalist for the 2024 Ben 
Hogan Award. As of April 17, Sargent is the No. 1-ranked golfer in the World Amateur Golf Rankings. 
He has posted four Top 5 finishes during the 2023-24 season, while he holds a scoring average of 
69.92 through eight tournaments. Sargent was the low amateur at the 2023 U.S. Open. He was 
selected the National Player of the Year by Golfweek, in addition to earning first-team All-America 
honors from the Golf Coaches Association of America and Golfweek. He was also the SEC Player of 
the Year. 
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